
Homeowners insurance protects you from financial losses caused by storms, fire, 
theft, and other events outlined in the policy. South Carolina law does not require 
you to purchase homeowners insurance, but your lender may require you to have 
insurance if you are financing your home. 

Introduction 

•  Get quotes from several companies before 
you buy. Include independent agents in 
your search. Some agents only represent a 
single company or company group. Inde-
pendent agents may represent several com-
panies.  

•  Consider higher deductibles. You can save 
money on your premiums by increasing 
your policy deductibles, but you will have to 
pay more out of pocket if you have a claim. 
You will need to have money readily avail-
able (personal savings, ability to borrow 
from relatives or friends, etc.) to pay your 
out-of-pocket expenses. 

•  Ask your agent about discounts. Dis-
counts vary by company. Some companies 
may offer discounts if you have multiple 
policies with the company, an impact-
resistant roof, security or fire sprinkler sys-
tem, a newer home, or good claims history. 
Other discounts may be available. 

Homeowner's  
Comparison Guide 

Understanding Rates 
Insurance companies base your premium on factors such as the replacement cost of 
your home, its construction materials, the area where you live, your claims history, 
your credit score, and local fire protection class code. 

This guide can help you compare price estimates among companies that sell home-
owners insurance to new customers in South Carolina. The table lists companies and 
annual price estimates for homeowners with an HO3 policy or equivalent with full 
replacement cost.   The comparison is for $150,000 coverage on the house and a five 
hundred dollar ($500) deductible (or a hurricane deductible for coastal counties of 
2% rather than the flat $500).  The prices shown are estimates given to the South 
Carolina Department of Insurance (SCDOI) by the companies and are based on a 
limited set of criteria. They are not the exact amounts you may be quoted. Your pre-
mium will vary according to your individual circumstances and may be higher than 
the estimates listed.   

How to Use the Price Comparisons 

How to Find the Best Rate 

A.M. Best Rating 

Companies can sell several types of policies, each with a differ-
ent level of coverage.  Make sure you discuss with the agent or 
company, the options available to determine the policy that best 
fits your needs.  The price estimates listed are for a typical HO3  
policy. The estimates shown are representative prices by region. 

•  In addition to cost, consider other factors, such as the 
company’s financial strength and complaint history. 

•  Coverages and limits can vary from policy to policy. Ask 
the agent or company for the exact coverages in the policy 
you are considering. Choose a policy with the coverages you 
need and with adequate limits to replace your house and 
property if they are destroyed. The amount of coverage you 
buy should be based on your home’s replacement 
(rebuilding) cost, which may be different from its market 
value. 

•  Don’t cancel a policy until you have a new policy in effect. 

•  Answer all questions on the application truthfully. Wrong 
information could result in an incorrect price quote or a 
denial or cancellation of coverage. 

Before You Buy a Policy, Remember: 

The South Carolina Department of Insurance requires companies 
to meet certain minimum financial requirements in order to be 
licensed to do business in South Carolina.  The Department does 
not however provide ratings on companies.   A.M. Best rates com-
panies based upon the financial strength and operating perform-
ance of each company. Best’s ratings are subject to change and are 
current only as of the publication date. For current rating infor-
mation, call A.M. Best at 1-908-439-2200 or visit its website at 
www.ambest.com.  

Policy Type 

An insurance company cannot deny, refuse to renew, limit or 
charge more for coverage, or unfairly discriminate because of your 
race, color, religion, or national origin. A company also may not 
discriminate because of your age, gender, marital status, geo-
graphic location, or disability or partial disability, unless the re-
fusal, limitation, or higher rate is based on sound underwriting or 
actuarial principles. This means the company must have valid 
evidence that you present a greater risk for a loss than homeown-
ers it is willing to insure. Companies may deny coverage because 
of the condition of the dwelling, including the plumbing, wiring, 
and heating and air conditioning systems. 

Unfair Discrimination 
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Homeowner's  
Comparison Guide 

(1) Foremost Ins. Co. includes a Hurricane Deductible of 5 percent (5%) for coastal counties only  

(2) (2) Deductible for all policies is $250  

Territory State Farm 
Fire and 
Casualty 

Allstate Ins. 
Co. 

Nationwide 
Mutual Fire 

Ins. Co. 

Allstate 
Indemnity 

Co.  

United Services 
Automobile 
Association 

Travelers 
Home and 
Marine Ins. 

Co. 

Auto-Owners 
Ins. Co. 

USAA 
Casualty Ins. 

Co. 

Nationwide 
Property and 
Casualty Ins. 

Co. 

Liberty 
Mutual Fire 

Ins. Co. 

Abbeville 937 702 926 531 693 577 1,378 781 705 711 
Aiken 847 611 859 470 398 895 1,435 403 738 719 
Allendale 1,048 898 1,064 725 887 714 1,435 1,000 831 958 
Anderson 937 702 846 531 693 577 1,591 781 700 711 
Bamberg 1,048 785 1,022 556 887 715 1,435 1,000 841 958 
Barnwell 1,048 898 926 725 813 825 1,492 916 766 958 
Beaufort* 3,017 1,462 3,340 1,922 1,165 3,827 2,714 1,313 1,911 2,651 
Berkeley* 1,460 777 1,750 587 1,035 2,443 1,549 1,166 952 2,288 
Calhoun 1,048 573 965 433 786 710 1,435 885 755 958 
Charleston* 3,017 1,462 3,717 1,922 1,153 4,603 2,714 1,299 2,405 2,410 
Cherokee 827 552 1,002 427 401 573 1,365 401 699 632 
Chester  807 478 1,027 378 601 752 1,365 677 746 871 
Chesterfield 807 631 1,199 488 776 831 1,492 875 878 1,309 
Clarendon 964 785 1,088 556 776 1,037 1,492 875 919 1,309 
Colleton* 3,017 1,462 3,340 1,922 905 3,677 2,714 1,020 2,405 2,651 
Darlington 1,162 796 1,131 621 841 843 1,591 947 878 1,309 
Dillon 1,162 841 1,199 635 887 1,037 1,562 1,000 1,076 1,190 
Dorchester* 1,407 777 1,101 587 1,017 1,316 1,549 1,145 849 2,288 
Edgefield 847 702 859 531 693 753 1,435 781 624 719 
Fairfield 807 478 926 378 601 752 1,365 677 690 958 
Florence 990 841 1,075 635 841 1,161 1,649 947 788 2,299 
Georgetown* 3,017 1,462 3,717 1,922 976 4,493 2,714 1,100 2,405 1,309 
Greenville 709 530 879 409 394 553 1,335 388 671 711 
Greenwood 847 563 926 434 401 550 1,378 401 705 654 
Hampton 1,048 898 1,088 725 998 3,536 1,690 1,124 781 958 
Horry* 3,017 1,462 3,687 1,922 1,171 4,546 2,714 1,319 2,168 2,651 
Jasper* 1,407 907 1,691 743 998 2,838 1,690 1,124 916 958 
Kershaw 807 573 926 433 601 875 1,435 677 791 1,190 
Lancaster 807 583 926 445 601 744 1,492 677 676 871 
Laurens 847 592 926 468 401 562 1,279 401 705 958 
Lee 1,162 796 1,064 621 776 886 1,507 875 791 1,309 
Lexington 748 573 846 433 601 673 1,349 677 737 958 
Marion 1,162 1,133 926 821 1,220 1,684 1,649 1,374 1,022 1,309 
Marlboro 1,162 796 1,199 621 887 879 1,591 1,000 840 1,309 
McCormick 847 702 1,131 531 693 653 1,378 781 705 711 
Newberry 807 478 926 378 601 749 1,251 677 674 958 
Oconee 721 559 881 436 693 534 1,251 781 663 711 
Orangeburg 1,048 785 965 556 887 1,018 1,407 1,000 918 1,618 
Pickens 721 559 881 436 394 557 1,335 388 687 711 
Richland 825 573 868 433 638 865 1,477 718 720 958 
Saluda 847 478 926 378 601 812 1,435 677 715 958 
Spartanburg 827 552 909 427 394 551 1,335 388 694 711 
Sumter 964 785 932 556 776 824 1,421 875 764 1,309 
Union 807 478 1,002 378 601 634 1,251 677 699 958 
Williamsburg 1,162 785 1,101 556 915 1,464 1,605 1,031 919 2,528 
York 677 478 814 378 601 579 1,279 677 566 695 
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State Auto 
Property and 

Casualty 
Ins. Co. 

Encompass 
Indemnity 

Co. 

Owners Ins. 
Co. 

South Carolina 
Farm Bureau 

Mutual Ins. Co. 

American 
Reliable Ins. 

Co. 

Metropolitan 
Property and 
Casualty Ins. 

Co. 

Horace Mann 
Ins. Co. 

Horace Mann 
Property and 
Casualty Ins. 

Co. 

Average 
Rate 

Foremost 
Ins. Co.                        

(1) 

American 
Bankers Ins. 

Co. of Florida           
(2) 

915 711 1,169 766 988 594 743 564 959 1,269 2,195 
858 776 1,217 766 988 543 598 526 910 1,269 2,195 

1,051 686 1,217 850 1,119 795 801 617 1,113 1,269 2,195 
915 711 1,350 682 988 594 787 598 980 1,269 2,195 

1,051 633 1,217 850 988 795 801 617 1,080 1,269 2,195 
1,051 776 1,265 850 988 795 801 617 1,101 1,269 2,195 
2,427 1,275 2,302 2,380 1,296 1,287 1,701 1,685 2,512 2,086 2,749 
1,365 859 1,313 1,064 1,026 838 1,361 1,292 1,542 1,461 2,749 
1,051 776 1,217 850 988 590 801 617 1,029 1,269 2,195 
2,427 1,239 2,302 2,380 1,296 1,287 1,590 1,543 2,584 2,086 2,749 

665 625 1,156 682 907 473 708 588 845 1,074 2,195 
817 625 1,156 682 907 473 708 588 910 1,074 2,195 
817 694 1,265 724 988 547 1,027 749 1,073 1,269 2,195 

1,051 776 1,265 850 988 767 1,361 617 1,165 1,269 2,195 
2,427 869 2,302 2,380 1,296 732 1,361 1,292 2,385 1,461 2,749 

994 633 1,350 1,017 1,119 1,074 1,058 773 1,209 1,461 2,195 
994 686 1,325 1,060 1,119 1,074 1,080 766 1,246 1,461 2,195 

1,365 859 1,313 1,064 1,026 838 1,361 1,292 1,410 1,461 2,749 
858 781 1,217 766 988 594 598 526 951 1,269 2,195 
817 625 1,156 682 907 473 743 579 908 1,074 2,195 
994 776 1,398 959 1,119 767 853 759 1,257 1,461 2,195 

2,427 1,239 2,302 2,380 1,296 1,287 1,701 1,685 2,495 2,086 2,749 
665 686 1,132 682 907 473 500 489 808 1,074 2,195 
858 711 1,169 766 988 526 743 564 879 1,269 2,195 

1,051 686 1,433 850 1,119 795 801 617 1,347 1,461 2,749 
2,427 1,239 2,302 2,380 1,296 1,287 1,701 1,685 2,598 2,086 2,749 
1,365 1,154 1,433 821 1,026 732 1,319 1,306 1,495 1,461 2,749 

817 633 1,217 850 988 547 1,027 749 1,009 1,269 2,195 
817 590 1,265 850 988 547 1,027 749 977 1,269 2,195 
858 711 1,085 682 988 526 553 493 869 1,269 2,195 
994 725 1,278 1,060 1,119 1,074 1,058 773 1,191 1,461 2,195 
820 686 1,145 682 960 543 841 631 927 1,269 2,195 
994 590 1,398 1,068 1,119 1,074 1,080 766 1,359 1,461 2,195 
994 686 1,350 1,060 1,119 1,074 1,080 766 1,227 1,461 2,195 
858 711 1,169 766 988 594 743 564 968 1,269 2,195 
817 625 1,060 682 907 598 743 579 901 1,074 2,195 
665 633 1,060 682 907 473 500 489 843 1,074 2,195 

1,051 633 1,192 850 988 767 1,100 648 1,162 1,269 2,195 
665 625 1,132 682 907 473 500 489 809 1,074 2,195 
820 686 1,252 682 960 532 841 631 965 1,269 2,195 
858 781 1,217 682 988 598 743 564 950 1,269 2,195 
665 711 1,132 682 907 473 525 500 826 1,074 2,195 

1,051 725 1,204 850 988 590 1,082 617 1,088 1,269 2,195 
817 625 1,060 682 907 598 708 588 898 1,074 2,195 
994 633 1,362 1,085 1,119 1,074 1,419 1,021 1,385 1,461 2,195 
665 590 1,085 682 907 473 708 588 829 1,074 2,195 



Page 4 
 Masonry Structure 

Homeowner's  
Comparison Guide 

Territory State Farm 
Mutual 

Allstate Ins. 
Co 

Nationwide 
Mutual Fire 

Ins. Co. 

Allstate 
Indemnity 

Co.  

United Services 
Automobile 
Association 

Travelers 
Home and 
Marine Ins. 

Co.  

Auto-Owners 
Ins. Co. 

USAA 
Casualty 
Ins. Co. 

Nationwide 
Property and 
Casualty Ins. 

Co. 

Liberty 
Mutual Fire 

Ins. Co. 

Abbeville 829 635 799 482 624 532 1,236 703 608 626 
Aiken 749 554 741 428 358 827 1,286 363 636 633 
Allendale 924 811 917 658 798 649 1,286 900 717 843 
Anderson 829 635 730 482 624 532 1,427 703 603 626 
Bamberg 924 709 881 504 798 649 1,286 900 725 843 
Barnwell 924 811 799 658 732 756 1,337 825 660 843 
Beaufort* 2,793 1,366 2,929 1,793 1,049 3,293 2,433 1,181 1,676 2,333 
Berkeley* 1,290 702 1,509 532 932 2,125 1,389 1,050 821 2,013 
Calhoun 924 520 833 394 707 653 1,286 797 651 843 
Charleston* 2,793 1,366 3,261 1,793 1,038 3,962 2,433 1,169 2,109 2,121 
Cherokee 732 502 864 388 361 523 1,222 361 602 556 
Chester  710 435 885 344 541 688 1,222 609 643 767 
Chesterfield 710 572 1,034 443 699 750 1,337 787 756 1,152 
Clarendon 850 709 938 504 699 924 1,337 787 792 1,152 
Colleton* 2,793 1,366 2,929 1,793 814 3,180 2,433 918 2,109 2,333 
Darlington 1,023 701 974 550 757 766 1,427 853 756 1,152 
Dillon 1,023 760 1,034 576 798 921 1,401 900 927 1,047 
Dorchester* 1,246 702 949 532 915 1,164 1,389 1,031 738 2,013 
Edgefield 749 635 741 482 624 692 1,286 703 538 633 
Fairfield 710 435 799 344 541 685 1,222 609 594 843 
Florence 876 760 926 576 757 1,034 1,477 853 680 2,023 
Georgetown* 2,793 1,366 3,261 1,793 878 3,867 2,433 990 2,109 1,152 
Greenville 627 479 757 373 354 511 1,197 350 579 626 
Greenwood 749 511 799 394 361 505 1,236 361 608 576 
Hampton 924 811 938 658 898 3,056 1,517 1,012 679 843 
Horry* 2,793 1,366 3,234 1,793 1,054 3,913 2,433 1,187 1,902 2,333 
Jasper* 1,246 818 1,457 672 898 2,461 1,517 1,012 790 843 
Kershaw 710 520 799 394 541 791 1,286 609 682 1,047 
Lancaster 710 530 799 406 541 680 1,337 609 583 767 
Laurens 749 537 799 427 361 520 1,146 361 608 843 
Lee 1,023 701 917 550 699 804 1,349 787 682 1,152 
Lexington 662 520 730 394 541 616 1,210 609 636 843 
Marion 1,023 980 799 724 1,098 1,480 1,477 1,237 881 1,152 
Marlboro 1,023 701 1,034 550 798 791 1,427 900 724 1,152 
McCormick 749 635 974 482 624 598 1,236 703 608 626 
Newberry 710 435 799 344 541 676 1,121 609 581 843 
Oconee 637 506 760 397 624 488 1,121 703 571 626 
Orangeburg 924 709 833 504 798 908 1,262 900 792 1,424 
Pickens 637 506 760 397 354 515 1,197 350 593 626 
Richland 729 520 749 394 574 800 1,325 647 621 843 
Saluda 749 435 799 344 541 744 1,286 609 617 843 
Spartanburg 732 502 784 388 354 508 1,197 350 598 626 
Sumter 850 709 803 504 699 744 1,274 787 659 1,152 
Union 710 435 864 344 541 586 1,121 609 602 843 
Williamsburg 1,023 709 949 504 823 1,290 1,439 928 792 2,225 
York 600 435 702 344 541 532 1,146 609 488 612 

(1) Foremost Ins. Co. includes a Hurricane Deductible of 5 percent (5%) for coastal counties only  

(2) (2) Deductible for all policies is $250  
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 Masonry Structure 

 

State Auto 
Property and 
Casualty Ins. 

Co. 

Encompass 
Indemnity 

Co. 

Owners Ins. 
Co. 

South Carolina 
Farm Bureau 

Mutual Ins. Co. 

American 
Reliable Ins. 

Co. 

Metropolitan 
Property and 
Casualty Ins. 

Co. 

Horace Mann 
Ins. Co. 

Horace Mann 
Property and 
Casualty Ins. 

Co. 

Average Rate Foremost 
Ins. Co.             

(1) 

American 
Bankers Ins. 

Co. of Florida                     
(2) 

810 655 1,048 667 920 521 663 504 857 1,151 2,195 
762 652 1,091 667 920 477 534 470 810 1,151 2,195 
931 596 1,091 740 1,042 697 715 551 991 1,151 2,195 
810 655 1,210 594 920 521 703 534 876 1,151 2,195 
931 534 1,091 740 920 697 715 551 960 1,151 2,195 
931 652 1,133 740 920 697 715 551 979 1,151 2,195 

2,143 1,112 2,063 2,073 1,206 1,118 1,519 1,504 2,239 1,866 2,749 
1,206 724 1,178 928 955 734 1,215 1,154 1,364 1,323 2,749 

931 652 1,091 740 920 518 715 551 915 1,151 2,195 
2,143 1,060 2,063 2,073 1,206 1,118 1,419 1,377 2,300 1,866 2,749 

591 565 1,037 594 844 415 632 525 754 975 2,195 
725 565 1,037 594 844 415 632 525 812 975 2,195 
725 595 1,133 630 920 480 917 669 954 1,151 2,195 
931 652 1,133 740 920 673 966 551 1,017 1,151 2,195 

2,143 724 2,063 2,073 1,206 641 1,215 1,154 2,126 1,323 2,749 
881 534 1,210 886 1,042 941 945 690 1,073 1,323 2,195 
881 596 1,189 924 1,042 941 964 684 1,107 1,323 2,195 

1,206 724 1,178 928 955 734 1,215 1,154 1,252 1,323 2,749 
762 695 1,091 667 920 521 534 470 850 1,151 2,195 
725 565 1,037 594 844 415 663 517 809 975 2,195 
881 652 1,252 835 1,042 673 762 678 1,116 1,323 2,195 

2,143 1,060 2,063 2,073 1,206 1,118 1,519 1,504 2,222 1,866 2,749 
591 596 1,016 594 844 415 446 437 719 975 2,195 
762 655 1,048 667 920 461 663 504 785 1,151 2,195 
931 596 1,286 740 1,042 697 715 551 1,193 1,323 2,749 

2,143 1,060 2,063 2,073 1,206 1,118 1,519 1,504 2,313 1,866 2,749 
1,206 1,005 1,286 715 955 641 1,178 1,166 1,324 1,323 2,749 

725 534 1,091 740 920 480 917 669 897 1,151 2,195 
725 521 1,133 740 920 480 917 669 871 1,151 2,195 
762 655 971 594 920 461 494 440 776 1,151 2,195 
881 561 1,145 924 1,042 941 545 690 1,026 1,323 2,195 
728 596 1,026 594 893 477 751 563 826 1,151 2,195 
881 521 1,252 931 1,042 941 964 684 1,204 1,323 2,195 
881 596 1,210 924 1,042 941 964 684 1,089 1,323 2,195 
762 655 1,048 667 920 521 663 504 865 1,151 2,195 
725 565 950 594 844 524 663 517 803 975 2,195 
591 534 950 594 844 415 446 437 750 975 2,195 
931 534 1,070 740 920 673 982 579 1,032 1,151 2,195 
591 565 1,016 594 844 415 446 437 723 975 2,195 
728 596 1,123 594 893 466 751 563 861 1,151 2,195 
762 695 1,091 594 920 524 663 504 848 1,151 2,195 
591 655 1,016 594 844 415 469 446 738 975 2,195 
931 561 1,080 740 920 518 966 551 963 1,151 2,195 
725 565 950 594 844 524 632 525 801 975 2,195 
881 534 1,220 945 1,042 941 1,267 912 1,228 1,323 2,195 
591 521 971 594 844 415 632 525 740 975 2,195 



South Carolina   
Department of Insurance 

1201 Main Street, Suite 1000 
P. O. Box 100105 (29202) 

Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
803-737-6180 800-768-3467 

(Toll Free Only in SC) 
803-737-6231 - fax 

www.doi.sc.gov 

•  A.M. Best Co. is not responsible for errors in presentation or content and does not endorse this publication in any way. 

For answers to general insurance questions or for information on 
filing an insurance-related complaint, visit our website or call the 
Consumer Services Division. 

•  The information in this publication is current as of the revision date. Changes in laws and regulations made after the revision date may 

affect the content. View current information on our website. The South Carolina Department of Insurance distributes this publication for 
educational purposes only. This publication is not an endorsement by the South Carolina Department of Insurance of any 
service, product, or company. 

Having Trouble Finding Insurance? 

•  For printed copies of consumer publications, visit our website at  www.doi.sc.gov. 

For More Information or Assistance 

Don’t give up if a company turns you down.  Continue to talk with 
agents in your area that represent other companies.  If you are still 
unsuccessful in finding homeowners insurance, visit 
www.doi.sc.gov/consumer or call our Consumer Services Division, a 
free service of the South Carolina Department of Insurance. 

Consumer Services Division 
Monday through Friday 

8:30a.m. to 5:00p.m. 

1. Premiums shown are for a single family, owner occupied home with $150,000 amount of insurance written on Form 
HO3 or equivalent with full replacement costs.  If coverage form is substantially different, please footnote. 

2. Protection class = 5. 

3. The loss history is 5 years claim-free. 

4. Liability coverage = $100,000 and Medical Payments = $1000. 

5. Deductible amount = $500.  If the company does not offer a deductible of $500 for all perils, quote the closest to 
$500 and footnote the actual deductible used for rating. 

6. For coastal counties highlighted on Page 2 - use a 2% deductible, rather than flat $500.00. 

7. For the territories that are subdivided, enter the highest applicable premiums on the attached form. 

8. Credit Score between 650-700. 

9. *Include a Hurricane Deductible of 2 percent (2%) for coastal counties only. 

Effective Date: 01/01/2007 

Comparison of Annual Homeowner’s Premiums 
Frame and Masonry Construction 

  


